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Always a Marine Tanker...

Reunion Rescheduled

The deadline was | June 1998, for the
deposits 1o be m for registration for the
November 1998, USMC Viemam Tankers
Reunion. We only needed 20 deposits to be
able to hold the rooms and the special rates
at the Quality Inn. Arlinglon, Va.

Nearly 50 of the questionnaires that were
returned to me indicated that those
respondents were going to attend. Not
enough of you responded with deposits for
me to be able to accg financial
obligations mvolved in reserving the block
of rooms. We have sent back all deposits
received and any other donations given lo
us.

We are now rescheduling the reunion for
the summer of 1999. Location and dates are
yet to be determined.

A History of Marine Corps

Tanks in Vietnam

James P. Coan was the first person to
respond with his first person narrative
entitled, Tankers at Con Thien.

Jim was with the 1st Platoon, Alpha Co.,
3d Tank Bn. from September 1967, until
July 1968. He was the platoon commander
and had replaced 2/LL Tom Barry who had
received his second purple heart in just two
weeks at Con Thein.

Tom Barry is doing well. He is a
financial consultant and lives in Rockville,
Maryland.

Coan’s Tankers at Con Thein is alive
with factual happenings and emotional
insight as to the trauma of combat and
seeing young Marines die. He is also able
to recall the names of many of those with
whom he served.

Coan’s account is the beginning of telling
the history of our experiences in Vietnam.

107 Tank Crewmen Died in

Vietnam from 1965 to 1970
06/26/65 - Eusvace, Artiur B., Jr Sgrt
Age: 25, Foxlake, IL
06/26/65 - SCHWANGER, FREDERICK, J.Cpi
Age: 20, Elizabethtown, PA
06/26/65 - Zuravcic, GeorceP.  Cpl
Age: 26, Detroit, MI
08/18/65 - Lamiaw, Wnuam C.  Cpl
Age: 21, Cohasset, MA
12/23/65 - Astiman, Jonn F.
Age: 25, Scranton, PA
03/30/66 - CoLeman, McArmiur L/Cpl
Age: 22, Masury. OH
03/30/66 - WraLEY, Henry L. Cpl
Age: 23, New Haven, CT
05/20/66 - WiLoman, Ricuaro L. Pfe
Age: 19, Cleveland, OH
05/21/66 - Furr, James H. LCpl
Age: 20, Concord, NC
07/21/66 - Brigat, RicHARD Pvt
Age: 20, Chula Vista, CA
07/31/66 - Jornson, Ler G. L/Cpl
Age: 19, Tulsa, OK
07/31/66 - Brown, Josern C. Cpl
Age: 20, Pasdena, MD
08/22/66 - Corsi, Bossy G. Sgt
Age: 24, Columbus, OH
09/09/66 - MatTHEWS, EArLIJR  SSgt
Age: 28, Florence, SC
09/21/66 - SeweLs, JounF. Jr  Sgr
Age: 35, Severn, MD
09/24/66 - Cympers, EstiLL L.
Age: 21, Slater, MO
12/10/66 - Mn.Lkr, Dovelasd.  Sgt
Age: 20, East Lansing, MI
The September issue will list those casualties of
1967 ; the November issue will have those who died
in 1968 and the January issue will have 1969/1970.

L/Cpl

LCpl

Thank you, for the

Generous Donations

1 have received several donations and 1
wish to thank you for your generosity. The
original donations have been returned to
those donors, as those monies were
earmarked for the actual reunion to be held
been received asking me to continue the
effort to hold a summer reunion and to help
with the cost of this newsletter.

Again, thanks to all whp have helped.

Marine Corps Tankers
Association (MCTA)

The MCTA was kind enough to ask our
reunion “group” 10 become members of
their fine organization. | received mail from
Mr. Earl Huffstutler, Chief Financial
Officer and Mr. Donald Gagnon, Editor of
the MCTA newsletter.

Sgt. Maj. Huffstutler extended an
invitation to the Viemam Marine Corps
Tankers Reunion to join the MCTA. He
also fell the MCTA could add to the
“History of Marine Corps Tanks in
Vietnam "

I am in agreement with him that we
should all work together as members and
historians.

Sgt. Maj. Huffstutler was 1st Sgt. of
H&S Co, 5th Tanks when they were
reverted to 1st Tank Bn. in 1966. Earlisa
“triple banger” having served in W.W. IL,
Korea and Vietnam.

Don Gagnon suggested that he will
reprint articles supplied from Vietnam
tankers for future issues of the MCTA
newsletter.
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Vietnam
Tankers
Email
Addresses

Adcock, Robert, H, '65/66, 3d, B Co

dagunny(@hargray.com
Allen, Mike, (No unit information)
Arend, Jim E, '68/69/70, 1st, A Co

.COm
Batt, Dan, '66/67, 5th, B Co
Danl1215@att.net
Blum, Howard, L, '67/68, 3d, A Co

dr.know@erols.com
Brignon, Wm. "Bill" R, 15‘7!'68 3d,ACo

Ztt.net
Carey, Richard D, '67/68, 3d, B Co
warveteran(@aol.com
Carroll, William "JJ” , '67/68, 3d, A Co
sgtmajwic@aol.com
Chinnis, Jr., Robert L (No unit information)
RobChinnis@worldnet att.net
Conn, Jr, Johnnie L, (No unit information)
JOHNNIECJR@aol.com
Davis, Hugh W, 63/66-68/69, 1st, C Co
ehdavis@calpha.com
Doten, C.B., 69/70, 1st, H&S Co
cbdoten@azstarnet.com
Everest, Guy L, '67/68, 3d, ACo
T com
Gagnon, Donald, R, 1st, ‘66
meta-newslettereditor@juno.com
Grandmaison, Chuck, '67/68, 3d, H&S Co
cgrand3938@aol.com
Guffey, J.L., 66767, Ist
Jeuffy@erols.com
Hackemack, A. "Gene", 64/66/67, 1st, B
aubrey.g. hackemack(@jsc.nasa. gov
Hiltz, Charles "Ed" E, 1st, B Co
edhiltz@prodigy.net
Hoelscher, Barry (No unit information)
Isbrecht, Kurt, “65/°66/°67, 3d
kurtis@agtelco.com
Jacobs, Bill, (No unit information)
Mclake49@aol.com
Jewell, D, (No unit mformation)
ljewel@tc3net com
Kromer, George, 3d, MotorTrans
Sargel 178@aol.com
Lange, John A, (No unit information)

rdcm30@email.sps mot com
%7- 417.

Langley, Richard G, '66/%67, 3d, C Co
Jjael50@hotmail.com
Lennon, Richard, 68, 1st Amtracs
richard_lennon@b-f.com
Lewis, Richard, '65, 1st, C Co
ricklent@aol.com
Luli, Roger B, '67/68, 3d, B Co
rluli@bw.edu
MacLaren, Bruce M, '66/67/68, 3d, XO
grumps@acadia net
Matye, Clemence T, '68, Ist, B Co
tmatye@hughes net
McDaniel, Gary, '66, 3d, H&S Co
DotMc@aol.com
Milligan, Jim, (No unit information)
OlyJim@aol.com
Parshall, Larry, 67-68, 3d, B Co
A3A4@aol.com
Sloan, John R, '67, 3d, C Co
TWEETYBIRDS@prodigy.net
Snyder, Tom, ‘65/66, 1st, B Co
et
Stockton Donald, '66/67, 1st, H&S Co
STOCKTON@zol.com
Tilghman, C. Roberts (No unit information)
tilghman@epix.net
Tresca, Don, '67/68, 1st, C Co
ddphforhim@lemoorecomputers.com
Tyson, Joe, 3d, B Co
mm90@bellatlantic.net
Van Apeldoom, Bruce, C, '67/68, 1st, C
.com
Whitman, John, '65/66, 3d, H&S Co
jwitham@pacifier.com
Williams, Rick L, '67, 1st, B Co
fortsumter@aol.com
Zitz, Ken W, '69, Ist, B Co
kwzitz@kwzitz.com
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Flash Back Memories

Do you have flashbacks? No, not the
ones of incoming, convoy ambushes, hitting
land mines, RPG’s, 60mm “short rounds” or
listening posts

I’'m talking about.”burning the

itters”, large rats, bug repellant making
your lips swell, smelling so bad you knew it
had to be someone else, taking showers in
the monsoons, cating ham and mothers and
fighting for the fruit cocktail., or...

Using the grease gun, not the one with
the 45 cal. magazine clip but the one with
the real grease in it. Tightening the track,
adjusting the road idler arm, slipping on the
slope plate, wondering why they call it a
“sponson box”, picking up 30 cal. ammo
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links from the turret deck, “timing™ the 50
cal,, yelling “fire-in-the-hole™ because you
were using C4 to remove rust-frozen torsion
bars, or using C4 to heat your C-rations.
Remember changing the anchor-plug
because you use too much C4 to loosen the
broken torsion bar, or...

The sledge hammer and the end-
connectors, changing track. I could go on
but I won’t - filling sand bags, digging in_..

Space A Travel

Veterans who are 100% total and
permanent disabled are permitted to fly
standby on any military air craft authorized
to carry military personnel. You must have
a DD Form 1173, identification and
privilege card. Under box marked "Sponsor
Service/Status” it must indicate your branch
of service and have "DAVPRM", which
means, Disabled American Veteran
Permanent.

There are four priorities and three
categories. Total and permanent disabled
veterans fall under Priority 4 under
Calegoty A,BandC.

Transportation of Military
bpace A\a: ‘assengers Between the

CONUS and Overseas Areas.

Category B: Transportation of Military
Space Available Passengers Within and
Between CONUS.

Category C: Transportation of Military
Space Available Passengers With and
Between Overseas Areas.

Priority #4:

1/ Unaccompanied retired military members
and veterans rated totally and permanently
disabled by the Department of Veterans
Affairs. 2/ ROTC students who are
receiving financial assistance and those
enrolled in advanced training in uniform. ..
3/ Unaccompanied members of the Reserve
components of the U.S. armed forces in the
following categories: &/ Active status with
forms DD 2 and a completed form DD 1853.
b/ Reserve members who have received
official notification of their retirement
eligibility, but have not reached the age of
60.

Questionnaires?

Did you misplace the questionnaire |
mailed to you, or did I goof and didn’t mail
one to you?

Give me a call at 508-548-9887 or
Email me at WarVeteran@aol com.

I’ll be happy to send you a new one.

D
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SMEDLEY D. BUTLER
Seriar Numper: 13691811
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
1965 - 1968
Bravo Co., 3p Tank BN., 3D MarDiv
VIETNAM COMBAT VETERAN

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE HICHEST STANDARDS AND TRADITIONS SET FORTH BY
INITED STATES MARINE CORPS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY, THE ABOVE

-

You can now
proudly display
your medals,
ribbons and
citations that you
earned as a
United States
Marine.

This ready for
framing 81/2"X11"
certificate is printed
on 24 Ibs. white
parchment in full
color. Will look
great at home, in

THE ;
NAMED the family room or

AS BEEN AWARDED THESE MEDALS, RIBBONS AND CITATIONS FOR ACTIONS AND BRAVERY even at the office.
DURING THE ABOVE PERIOD OF SERVICK TO HIS COUNTRY DURING A TIME OF ARMED CONFLICT |  Note: These certificates are not

endorsed by the U.S5. Marine
Corps or the Dept. of the Navy.

The cost is only $9.00 per Certificate + $1.00 postage & handling.
100% OF THE MONIES COLLECTED WILL BE USED FOR EXPENSES IN CONNECTION WITH THE REUNION
3?- —————————————————————————————————————————— -
! Check Appropiate Boxes I
| CompLere NAME ANn/oR RaNK To APPEAR oN MEDALS CERTIFICATE |
] ___*MOH Navy Comm 1
1 ~ *Navy Cross Navy Unit 1
I *NDSM ~ NMUC |
I *Silver Star Good Conduat |
| SeriaL Numser To APPEAR [F WANTED] __*LeginMerit ___MCEM I
| __ *Navy/Marine ____ National Def |
i *Bronze w/™V” Viemam SM |
] *Bronze Star RVN PUC I
1 Company BATTALION Marme Division _'PuplcHeat ____ RVN Gal Cross |
| _ Combat Adiion RVNCivil A |
I = PR —__RVN Campaign |
: 1 WISH TO ORDER: X $9.00 eacn/ ToraLoF: $ :
| StwemNGavpuanoiv: 100 | yse additional Paper if Necessary [}
1 ToraLoF cHECK 1. § I
| MAKECHECK PAYABLE TO: Note: * I
; Dicx Carey, T Beprorp ST, Teaticker, MA 02536 |Copy of DD214 a Must for these Medals :
e o




USMC Vietnam Tankers Reunion

7 Bedford Street

Teaticket, MA 02536-6761
(508) 548-9887

First Class

Address Correction Requested

FARGO. ND #1 0F-30.5;
Mr. Russell M Walters
203 Dixon Street
Deer Lodge MT 59722

13:50
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Life Membe

TATLLALLIZA
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pSMC Vietnam Tonkers Reunion Objectives & Goals

STATED OBJECTIVES
1. ToHOLD A REUNION AND PROVIDE A FORUM IN WHICH VIETNAM
MarNE Corps TANKERS MAY SHARE WITH OTHFRS THEIR EX-
PERIENCES BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER THE VIETNAM WAR.

2. To FOSTER CAMARADERTE AMONG ALL MARINE CoRrps
TANKERs WHO SERVED IN VIETNAM BETWEEN THE YEARS 1965
AND 1970, AND TO FURTHER THIS CAMARADERIE TO INCLUDE
ALLMARINE Corrs TANKERS THAT HAVE SERVED AND WILL
SERVE IN THE PAST, PRESENT AND IN THE FUTURE,

3. ToPROVIDE AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNTING OF THE EVENTS AND
THE MEN WHO SERVED IN AMERICA S LONGEST AND MOST CON-
TROVERSIAL ARMED CONFLICT.

4. TOAU.O\VT‘HEIEAIJNGHGZBSESTOQ)NHNIJEBYSHAMNG
T!-EMEMORIESAM)EMOTBNSOFTE‘DSEW}DHAVEANEEDTO
REMEMBER AND GRIEVE THE UNNECESSARY LOSSES OF YOUNG

MEN WHO WERE AND ARE FE_lﬂWMAHNES. FRIENDS AND
BROTHERS.

STATED GOALS
To BRING TOGETHER ALL MEMBERS AND ATTACHED MEMBERS OF
THE IsT, 3D AND 5TH TANK BATTALIONS THAT SERVED IN
VIETNAM BEWTEEN THE YEARS 1965 Anp 1970,

To PUBLISH A HISTORIAL ACCOUNTING OF THE INDIVIDUALS
AND UNTTS OF THE 15T, 3D AND 511 TaNk BATTALIONS DURING

THE YEARS 1965 10 1970 N 11 THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH
VETNAM.

ToPROVIDE A LINK POR ALY VEETWAM VETERANS WIIO SERVED
WIIHTIEABOVEDDENTIONEDUNHSWHO MAY NEED ASSIS~

TANCE IN ESTABLISHING SERVICE-CONNECTION WITH THE Dn-

PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR INFURY. [1LNESS OR DE-
SEASE CAUSE BY OR A RESULT OF THEIR SERVICE DURING THE
VETNAM WAR,

To PROVIDE AN OPEN FORUM TO INFORM THE AMERICAN PUBLIC
OF THE HISTORIES AND TRADITONS OF THE UNITED STATES MA
RINE CORPS AND THE OFFICERS AND MEN WHO SERVED DURING
AMERICA S MOST CONTROVERSIAL WAR DURING THE 207TH
CENTURY.




