2018 FT BENNING REUNION RECAP
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Pete Ritch:  The first-ever, informal VTA Mini-Reunion at Fort Benning, Georgia on September 5 – 8, 2018, was outstanding.  Over 50 tankers and family members viewed a variety of military training events including the Parachute School, the USMC Tank School, the Track Vehicle Restoration Facility and a visit to the U. S. Army Infantry Museum.  The highlight of the reunion was spending time at chow (lunch and dinner) with the current generation of Marines.  Just when I was about to give up on young American millennials, I got a glimpse of our future and it’s looking very - very good.
	To the person, the Marines at the USMC Tank School, officers, instructors and students were impressive, dedicated and aware of what it means to be a Marine.  The age range of the Marines I spoke with was 18 to 27, male and female, career and reserve and all focused on the importance of what they were doing and what they may be expected to do.  They were bright, energized, well-spoken and listened to what a bunch of old tankers had to share with them.  One of the female students walked past me and I asked, “Are you a Marine Tanker” and she replied “Your damn right I am!”  
Ken Eksterowicz:  Great job on the mini-reunion. Everything went very smoothly and I appreciate all the effort you put into making a meaningful time for all. It was so nice to meet a great bunch of guys, swap stories and reminisce about our tanker days.  The young tankers were very impressive and are a great asset to the Corps. I wish them much success.  
	Roger Luli:  My bride, Sherry and I had a wonderful time.  We are already looking forward to Seattle.  You planned just the right amount of activity for old people like us.  We need to get some kind of video of the director of the tank museum.  He has a wealth of knowledge.  Great job!!!
	Hank Brightwell:  When we had the pizza party with the Tank School staff and students, the students that we sat with told us that they were told (by their Gunny) to only believe 50% of the stories that they heard from the "old" guys.  Well as the night went on that 50% inched up to 60%, then 70% and finally wound up at 90%.  That was some of the best fun we all had in quite a while!!!
	Carol Colucci - a  VTA spouse:  My husband Ron Colucci and I just returned for the Fort Benning mini-reunion. We had a great time seeing some old friends and making new ones. We have attended quite a few regular reunions which are well planned out with exciting stops as well as fraternizing time.  I would highly recommend that every Marine tanker try to attend a reunion and of course, to bring their spouses.  It’s a great way to experience a special camaraderie.  I was not married to Ron while he served but I feel a special bond with the men who did through these reunions.
	My husband served in Viet Nam for a very short time as he was wounded after 9 months in-country.  He was sent home to recover from his wounds.  That short amount of time in-country doesn’t stop him from pride in serving his country, making some lifelong friends and having memories, some bad but mostly good.  When I see his face light up as he sees a friend from a past reunion and how they maybe never served side by side but share similar experiences it makes me even more proud of my Marine.
	During this mini-reunion we were able to spend time with the incoming Marine tankers students.  What a thrill for all!!!  The young men asked the “seasoned” Marines about many things which turned out to be a true learning experience for both sides since so many things have changed over the years.  
At the Tank Restoration Project we learned about historical tanks from many war and countries which are being refurbished.  After our detailed lesson the guys were able to inspect the various tanks which they could even climb aboard (if they were able to 😊). What a thrill, 50 years later, for a bunch of grown men to revisit the machines of the past.  I hope that everyone considers attending the reunion in Seattle both the men and women will have a special experience.  For God and country,

**********************   
Below are some photos of that gathering...
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School house at the Tank Restoration Project
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On the bus to the Tank School		“Blues” Unland and Guy Everest                                
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Ben Cole and Hank Brightwell		First Timers Paulette and Charles West
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Roger and Sherry Luli				Tracy and Joe Tyson
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We formed up to march to the demonstration		Nancy and Bruce getting ready to jump      
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(L -  R) McCauley, Najfus, Luli with a fully restored Ontos!!!	
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									Flip this one over
A German King Tiger tank	   John is one happy TC		     WW 1 Tanks on display 
Tuyen: Can you lighten the below photo of all of the tanks?
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Did somebody say “Tanks”?			The inside of a flame tank!!!
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Every kind of tank ammo on display
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	The business end of a WW2 anti-tank gun
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Paulette West said, “I can’t believe I climbed up there!!!”	Joe Tyson has a new toy!!!
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Ron found a photo of his tank in Vietnam 		We hosted a pizza party
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	Our hotel gave us a cake 		The USMC Tank School Staff gets a VTA plaque    
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RECAP OF THE FT BENNING MINI REUNION SEPT 2018   W hile  attending  our  2018  mini - reunion, the Marine Lt Col who is the commanding officer of the  US Marine Detachment   at Ft Benning   made a request to us.  He wanted to create an award for the  t op  s tudent of each  graduating  class and   to   name that award for a highly decorated Marine   tanker and tank  mechanic   from the Vietnam War.  The colonel’s motivation was to show his young Marine students that  enlisted tankers and mechanics  display high levels of valor   and are recognized by the USMC .   We just received a copy of a letter to the namesake for the Top Mechanic Award.    
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